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saint L’Ouverture Ele-
mentary and Twin Lakes
Elementary for the 2024-
2025 school year.
Outside the meeting,

the activists argued that
these boundary changes
and repurposings are the
result of efforts to fund
voucher programs and
charter schools to the
detriment of traditional
public schools.
“This is a systematic

diverting of dollars from
public education to private
schools,” said Mina Hos-
seini, executive director of
P.S. 305, an education-
advocacy group in Miami-
Dade County.
“This is a small example

of something the board is
forced to do based on state
funding,” said Hosseini.
Ziko Fremont, a father

and business owner whose
daughter just finished fifth
grade at Shadowlawn
Elementary, said he is
disappointed his other
children can’t continue at

the school. Fremont also
has two children he adopt-
ed from Haiti, ages 11 and
7. The 11-year-old had just
adjusted to attending
school in the United States
and thrived at Shadowl-
awn.
One of the reasons

Shadowlawn is closing is
the physical condition of
the school, says Fremont.
“The Miami-Dade Pub-

lic Schools knew that each
school was on the verge of
deteriorating. Why aren’t
our school system and
lawmakers finding ways to
change that?” asked Fre-
mont, who lives across the
street from Shadowlawn,
near Little Haiti.
Another Shadowlawn

parent, Moses Dany, said
he does not know where
he will send his son next
school year.
“I don’t think closing

schools should be a nat-
ural process,” said Dany,
who attended public
schools and is a firefighter

and paramedic for Mira-
mar. He said he believes
public schools should be
given more resources
because “every child de-
serves a nice education.”
Steve Gallon III, the

School Board member for
District 1, said before the
meeting that many factors
are taken into consid-
eration when deciding
whether to create new
boundaries for schools.

Those items include en-
rollment, curriculum
choices and demographics
of a neighborhood.
“I understand that our

public-school system is
now broadly defined,”
said Gallon of the
changes.
During the meeting,

Gallon and fellow board
members Roberto J. Alon-
so, Dorothy Bendross-
Mindingall, Mari Tere

Rojas and Monica Colucci
responded to speakers
who were opposed to the
boundary changes. The
board members were in
agreement that the bound-
ary changes happened in a
transparent manner with
sufficient public input.
Bendross-Mindingall —

who represents District 2,
where Shadowlawn is
located — said the bound-
ary changes are a result of
changing demographics in
neighborhoods. She sup-
ported the boundary
changes.
In Florida, legislation

facilitating school choice
has dominated the agenda
for the past several years.
During a recent Florida

Board of Education meet-
ing in Miami, state Educa-
tion Commissioner Manny
Diaz Jr. pointed out that
parents in the state now
have increased opportuni-
ty to choose whether they
want to send their chil-
dren to a public, private or
charter school.
In March 2023,

Governor Ron DeSantis
signed legislation that
made it possible for every

school-aged child in Flor-
ida to get a taxpayer-
funded education voucher
of up to $8,000. Previous-
ly, the program was limit-
ed to families with certain
incomes. In the first year
of the newly expanded
voucher program, most of
the funds went to students
who were already enrolled
in private schools.
In the upcoming fiscal

year, $3.9 billion will be
allocated to vouchers in
Florida, according to the
Florida Policy Institute.
But opponents of vouch-

ers say the increased ap-
propriations for vouchers
weakens public-school
systems.
“If you want your kids

to go to a private school,
then you should pay for
it,” said Norin Dollard,
who is a senior policy
analyst at the Florida
Policy Institute and was at
the rally outside the
School Board meeting.
“Public schools are a

public good,” said Dol-
lard.
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A student poses at the building where Miami-Dade County’s
School Board was meeting on Tuesday. Activists argue that
boundary changes and repurposings are the result of
efforts to fund voucher programs and charter schools.

The Miami-Dade School
Board approved an item
that asks the district to
analyze the implementa-
tion of the new Florida
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation rule that allows
student-athletes to benefit
from their name, image
and likeness (NIL).
The item was intro-

duced on Tuesday by
board member Steve Gal-
lon III. It asks Superin-
tendent Jose L. Dotres to
review the new rule and
figure out how it will be
implemented in the dis-

trict, as well
as if any
amend-
ments need
to be made
to existing
policy. A
working
group will
be estab-

lished to provide a plan for
implementation.
In early June, Florida

joined California, Georgia
and more than 30 other
states to allow NIL deals
for high-school athletes.
The change allows stu-
dent-athletes and their
parents or guardians to
broker NIL deals outside
of a school, a district or

the FHSAA. It also permits
student-athletes to hire a
registered agent “for the
purpose of advising on
NIL related matters,”
according to the FHSAA
bylaws.
Gallon says the new rule

is “out there with no guid-
ance,” and he is con-
cerned that some families
are receiving false promis-
es and misinformation
about potential NIL deals.
“I think the notion of

compensating high-school
students brings a great
degree of concern for the
potential for exploitation,”
said Gallon.
He says he is concerned

that some parents might

not have the support,
knowledge or resources to
navigate decisions about
helpng their children ben-
efiting from their fame.
The law allows athletes

to make business arrange-
ments only if they do not
use a school’s name.
But nonetheless, Gallon

says parents might chose
one school over another
based on the likelihood of
gaining business opportuni-
ties.
“Maybe a parent would

choose one particular high
school because they feel
like at that high school
there might be more oppor-
tunities for them to make
money,” said Gallon.

He is hopeful that the
school district can clarify
how parents, athletic direc-
tors, athletes and school
administrators will be im-
pacted — and how they can
follow the new rule.
But even Miami-Dade

School Board member and
FHSAA President Monica
Colucci recognized that
the rule takes Florida into
“new territory.”
“There are going to be

hesitations,” Colucci told
the News Service of Flor-
ida in early June. “We are
going to feel nervous. But
I do really believe that this
is going to put us on par
with the rest of the coun-
try.”

The rule has coaches
and athletic directors
concerned.
Miami Jackson High

football coach Max Ed-
wards told the Herald in
an earlier interview that it
was a bad idea.
“I think it’s one of the

stupidest rules that they
ever came up with,” he
said, citing the poor pay of
Florida high-school foot-
ball coaches. “They’ll
make more than the
coaches!”
Andre Williams, the

athletic director at Miami
Northwestern Senior High
School, says he foresees
the rule being challenging
to implement.
“It’s not clear yet how

the law will play out; we
are still trying to get some
direction on that.”
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