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CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a COUNCIL ZONING
MEETING on January 26, 2022 beginning at 6:00 PM to consider an amendment to the City’s Official
Zoning Map to reflect the boundaries of the “Doral Décor Overlay District” (DDOD). The City Council
will consider this item for FIRST READING. The meeting will be held at the City of Doral, Government
Center, Council Chambers located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Florida, 33166.

The City of Doral proposes to adopt the following Ordinance:
ORDINANCE No. 2022-03

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL,
FLORIDA, APPROVING/DENYING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CITY’S OFFICIAL ZONING
MAP TO REFLECT THE BOUNDARIES OF THE “DORAL DECOR OVERLAY DISTRICT”
(DDOD), GENERALLY BOUNDED BY NW 36 STREET ON THE NORTH, STATE ROAD
826 (PALMETTO EXPRESSWAY) ON THE EAST, NW 25 STREET ON THE SOUTH, AND
NW 82 AVENUE ON THE WEST; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 22-01-DOR-08

APPLICANT: City of Doral

LOCATION: Generally bounded by NW 36 Street on the north, SR 826 (Palmetto Expressway) on the east,
NW 25 Street on the south, and NW 82 Avenue on the west.

SIZE: +241.89 acres

REQUEST: The City Manager’s Office respectfully recommends that the Mayor and City Councilmembers
approve an amendment to the City’s Official Zoning Map to reflect the boundaries of the Doral Décor
Overlay District (DDOD).
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Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by
the City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a
record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is
to be based. This notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of
otherwise inadmissible or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise
allowed by law. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person who are disabled
and who need special accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should
contact the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days
prior to the proceeding.

Connie Diaz, MMC
City Clerk
City of Doral
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Florida Senators Back Incentives
for Entertainment Industry

by Jim Turner

Tax credits of up to $2 million
for film, television and digital
media productions drew support
from senators as part of an effort
to make Florida more attractive
to the entertainment industry.

But as in the past, the 9-1 vote
by the Senate Commerce and
Tourism Committee came after
opposition from the conservative
group Americans for Prosperity
Florida, which maintains the is-
sue is “corporate welfare.”

The proposal (SB 946) by Sen.
Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, would
create the Targeted High Wage
Production Program, provid-
ing tax credits up to $2 million
for projects that provide “high
returns” on investment and
economic benefits to the state.
Backers hope to make Florida
more attractive than other states
for productions.

“We don’t have to compete
dollar for dollar, but we have
to give them something,” said
Gruters, who doubles as chairman of
the Republican Party of Florida. “And
the goal of mine over the last couple
years is trying to find a product that we
can land and that we could generate
some business.”

John Lux, executive director of Film
Florida, said a funding program doesn’t
need to be as lucrative or aggressive as
other states because Florida is a low tax
state with a diverse array of locations
that already has a strong production in-
frastructure.

“There’s never been more content
available to viewers, which means
there’s never been more private money
available to make that content,” Lux said.
“Content creators are looking for places
to produce and spend money, and we
want to compete for those projects.”

Sen. Tom Wright, R-New Smyrna
Beach, called the tax credit structure a
“great way to protect our investments
because they get it after the completion.”

“We have films being produced
around the country that make you be-
lieve that they’re coming out of Florida,
when they’re not,” Wright said.

However, Americans for Prosperity-
Florida Policy Director Phillip Suderman
questioned the “poor return” on invest-
ment and pointed to an earlier enter-
tainment-incentive program.

“The previous program, which
was allowed to sunset in 2016, only
got 43 cents in return revenue for ev-
ery dollar the state spent,” Suderman
said. “And a 2018 report by the
[Legislature’s] Office of Economic
and Demographic Research showed
the Florida entertainment industry
financial-incentive program genera-
tor generated a return on investment
of only 18 cents.”

A Senate staff analysis of the propos-
al said entertainment incentives have
waned in popularity, with 31 states
in 2018 offering some form of incen-
tives, down from 44 in 2009. However,
Georgia remains one of the most gener-
ous, with a “tax credit program at the

High Wage Production Program, providing tax credits
up to $2 million for projects that provide “high returns”
on investment and economic benefits to the state.

level of demand by placing no cap on tax
credits that can be earned.”

Florida has done little to fight neigh-
boring states for entertainment produc-
tions since the Legislature in 2010 allot-
ted $296 million for film and television
work.

That money was quickly designated to
351 projects out of nearly 700 applicants.

A 2019 report from Tallahassee-
based Florida TaxWatch estimated that,
without a program, the state in the prior
four years had lost more than 60 major
film and television projects.

A nearly identical proposal last year,
sponsored by Gruters and Rep. Dana
Trabulsy, R-Fort Pierce, died after draw-
ing support from one Senate committee.

Trabulsy is again sponsoring the
measure (HB 217) in the House, where
it awaits an appearance before the
Tourism, Infrastructure & Energy
Subcommittee. The annual legislative
session starts Tuesday.

The goal of the Gruters proposal is to
“broaden the entertainment industry’s
impact, enhance tourism, and encour-
age more family-friendly productions”
in Florida, according to a Senate staff
analysis of the proposal.

The program would be placed un-
der the Commissioner of Film and
Entertainment within the Department
of Economic Opportunity.

To qualify, a film production would
have to spend atleast $1.5 million, while
a television show would have to spend
at least $500,000 per episode. At least
60% of crew members would have to
come from Florida, and at least 70% of
the production schedule would have to
take place in Florida.

Other requirements include agree-
ing to promote Florida tourism as part
of the marketing effort, placement of
a “Filmed in Florida” or “Produced in
Florida” logo in the end credits, and al-
lowing the state’s film commissioner to
visit the production site with at least two
guests.

Jim Turner reports for the News Service
of Florida.



