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sold the samples, also has
pleaded guilty to conspir-
acy to commit wire fraud.
Gregory Muñoz, 45, of
Minneola, west of Orlan-
do, is set to be sentenced
July 23. Muñoz sold prod-
ucts from the company to
several universities in
Florida, including UF,
court records said.
Yu emailed Muñoz in

2020 and said his employ-
er needed 10 boxes of
cholera toxin, which he
acknowledged was a sub-
stance heavily regulated
by the U.S. government.
“This is the cholera tox-

in,” Muñoz replied. “Re-
member, we had issues in
the past and they require a
lot of documentation
signed by the university.”
Muñoz discovered in

December 2022 that his
employer was investigating
him and warned Yu, who
continued to place hun-
dreds of new orders to ship
to China in 2023, court
records said. “Wow, I am
really screwed now,” Mu-
ñoz wrote. “Anti-bribery,
anti-kickback.”
Last year, in February,

Yu emailed Muñoz and
asked, “Do you still need
Leticia to send you this
order?”
Muñoz and his lawyer,

Fritz J. Scheller, of Orlando,
also did not immediately
return a phone message.
A third person, Jonathan

Rok Thyng, 47, who lived
at the same address as Yu
in Gibsonton, agreed to
plead guilty to conspiracy
to commit a federal crime
and faces up to five years in
prison and a $250,000
fine. Prosecutors said
Thyng ordered some of the
biomedical substances and
shipped some of the pack-
ages to China. He was
expected to formally enter
his plea June 18.
Thyng and his lawyer,

Bjorn Erik Brunvand, of
Clearwater, also did not
immediately return a
phone message.

Prosecutors said U.S.
Customs and Border Pro-
tection seized an April
2023 shipment that Thyng
sent from Tampa to China
containing biomedical
items ordered by the UF
marketing student and
others.
The Department of Jus-

tice said orders placed
through UF qualified for
significant discounts —
prosecutors said the
scheme’s organizers paid
$4.9 million for $13.7 mil-
lion worth of biomedical
supplies — and included
free items and free over-
night shipping.
Prosecutors said in court

records they would recom-
mend leniency for Yu,
Muñoz and Thyng because
they promised to cooperate
with investigators and
accepted responsibility for
their crimes. Prosecutors
said all are American citi-
zens. The DOJ asked the
judge to order Yu and Mu-
ñoz each to forfeit
$100,000, which it said
was how much Yu and
Muñoz had earned over the
years.

COMPANY REPORTS
SCHEME TO FEDS
The scheme unraveled

when the company —

known as MilliporeSigma,
a subsidiary of Merck
KGaA of Darmstadt, Ger-
many — discovered the
ruse involving UF and
reported its involvement
to the U.S. government.
Under new DOJ rules,
such companies that self-
report export violations
and cooperate can escape
prosecution.
The company said Friday

that it fired Muñoz and
cooperated with investiga-
tors to avoid prosecution.
This was the first time
those rules were applied,
the government said.
“Because of Millipore-

Sigma’s timely disclosure
and exceptional cooper-
ation, a rogue company
insider and his accomplice
pled guilty to fraudulently
diverting millions of dol-
lars’ worth of biochem-
icals to China, and the
company will not be pros-
ecuted,” said Deputy At-
torney General Lisa Mo-
naco in Washington.
“As national security

and corporate crime in-
creasingly intersect, com-
panies that step up and
own up under the depart-
ment’s voluntary self-
disclosure programs can
help themselves and our
nation,” she added.
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