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Miami’s arts community
is reeling after the death
of Rosa de la Cruz, an
influential arts patron and
globally lauded art collec-
tor. Her family is cele-
brating her life this week-
end.
De la Cruz died at age

81 on Sunday after bat-
tling an autoimmune dis-
ease. Throughout her life,
she collected art and ad-
vocated for artists along-
side her husband, busi-
nessman Carlos de la
Cruz. The couple collected
over 1,000 pieces of art
and opened the de la Cruz
Collection, a free museum
displaying their works
publicly, in 2009 in the
Design District.
A Mass in honor of her

life will be celebrated
Friday at 11 a.m. at St.
Agnes Church, 100 Har-
bor Drive, Key Biscayne.
On Saturday, the family is
hosting a celebration of
life at 12:30 p.m. at the de
la Cruz Collection, 23 NE
41st Street in Miami.
In lieu of flowers, the

family requests that guests
donate to the Miami
Foundation New World
School of the Arts Travel
Fund and/or the Design
and Architecture Senior
High young designers
scholarship fund.
Rosa de la Cruz was

especially passionate
about the education of
young artists. The de la
Cruzes have worked an-
nually with the John S. and
James L. Knight Founda-
tion to send students from
the New World School of
the Arts and DASH to
New York City and abroad
to further their studies.
Carlos de la Cruz said he

credits his wife’s efforts
with making the travel
program a success.
Alberto Ibargüen, a

longtime friend and form-
er Knight Foundation
president and chief exec-
utive, said the travel pro-
gram is part of Rosa’s
legacy.
“I know from talking

with [students,] even eight
and 10 years later, that
those trips that she orga-
nized for them meant the
world,” he said. “The trips
were turning points in
their lives. That’s when
they began to see them-
selves as artists.”
The de la Cruz art col-

lection is considered one
of the most important in
the world. Holdings

include works by Chris-
topher Wool, Mark Brad-
ford, Félix González-
Torres and the late Ana
Mendieta. The private
museum is free and open
to the public.
Rosa de la Cruz is sur-

vived by Carlos, her hus-
band of over 60 years, five
children, 17 grandchildren
and six great-grandchil-
dren.
This story was produced

with financial support from
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The philanthropists Carlos and Rosa de la Cruz, shown in
an undated image, played a key roles in advancing the
training of young artists and boosting the arts in general.
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